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Future

is
Bright!



Dear Friends and Supporters,

This year, we remained focused on building a bright, sustainable
future for Diabetes Youth Services, ensuring that every family we
serve has access to the best possible resources and support. What
began with just a handful of children attending camp has grown into a
vibrant organization that now touches the lives of more than 3,000
individuals in our community each year!

In 2025, we celebrated growth in several key areas. Our Youth
Advisory Board completed its first full year of programming and
service to our T1D community. We hosted our first annual Pancake
Breakfast during Diabetes Awareness Month and in honor of World
Diabetes Day. In response to growing community requests, we
significantly increased awareness and education about type 1
diabetes in local schools through classroom presentations, reaching
a record-breaking 1,000+ students across Northwest Ohio and
Southeast Michigan. Another major achievement was the successful
launch of our Endowment Fund, intentionally designed to provide a
sustainable source of income that will enable DYS to offer consistent,
reliable support to children and families for many years to come.
Finally, in pursuit of our core mission, we continued to make a
meaningful impact through our Hot Shots summer camps, family
programs, and school support services.

DYS is thriving, and we remain committed to meeting the evolving
needs of children and families living with type 1 diabetes. With your
support, we will continue building on our strong foundation to ensure
a bright future for all in our community.

With gratitude,

Matthew Reny
2025 Board Chair



 With the help of several grants and community partners, we
continue to uphold our promise to make camp accessible for

every child. In 2025, we provided more than $30,000 in need-
based scholarships to 62 of our 135 campers. 
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This year, we introduced several fun
and creative new camp traditions,
including creating our own “Steven
the Insulin Pump” books, the Hot

Shots Camp Pageant, Camp Slingshot,
extended daily swim time, and the

Western Throwdown. These activities
engaged the campers in new ways

while continuing to build a supportive
community with others who

understand daily living with type 1
diabetes.



Family
Programs

In 2025, we reached 607 individuals through our year-round family
programs, hosting 12 events across Ohio and Michigan. These programs

play a vital role in creating connection, support, and community for
families living with type 1 diabetes. We’re proud to keep participation

fees as low as possible so every child and family can access the
resources and experiences we provide. This year, we introduced exciting
new events like Launch Trampoline Park and Zap Zone, while continuing
favorite traditions such as Walleye Hockey—where families met fellow

T1D player Chaz Reddekopp—along with Mud Hens baseball outings and
our meaningful Moms Retreats.

 Surveys show 100% of families would recommend DYS and their
events to other families with children living with type 1 diabetes, and

97% found these events valuable.
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With the growing demand for
diabetes education in schools,
our nurse educators trained 984
school staff members across 44
counties throughout 2025 (a 23%
increase from prior years), making
schools safer and staff more
confident in diabetes
management. 100% of staff
trained said that they would
recommend school support
services to others. 

We also significantly expanded our
impact in 2025 by reaching nearly
1,000 students through classroom
presentations designed to help
children better understand
diabetes and support their peers.
These presentations help build
awareness, encourage empathy,
and promote a supportive
classroom environment where
students feel comfortable and
included.






















	Diabetes Youth Services
	Annual Report 2025
	Our Future is Bright!

	Dear Friends and Supporters,

